
TAKING CARE OF BEES 
BY SUPPORTING FAIRTRADE
BEEKEEPERS



Bees are linked primarily to their capacity to produce honey, beeswax and propolis. However, their 
main contribu�on involves the extraordinary role they play in the environment. Bees are vitally 
important for life on Earth, they are the guardians of ecosystems, and they promote the biodiversity 
of species. Bees play a fundamental role in the reproduc�ve life of ecosystems, and consequently in 
the survival of humanity. Thus, an increase in bee mortality is a clear indicator of the degrada�on of 
biodiversity.

Pollina�on is the transfer of pollen grains from a flower’s male organs to its female organs. This process is essen�al to produce 
many crops, including almonds, apples, avocados, cranberries, and cherries.

There are crops that are totally dependent on pollina�on, and for many others, their produc�vity and quality is significantly 
increased when they are pollinated by insects. In fact, crop harvests vary according to the degree of benefit received from 
pollina�on (1). Interven�on by pollinators creates the necessary condi�ons for the growth of nearly 85% of the Earth’s 
cul�vated plants (2).

Is a pillar in the fight against gene�cally modified crops and an indisputable resource in conserving biodiversity and the 
environment. In addi�on, by-products derived from beekeeping have medicinal proper�es that contribute to naturally 
strengthening the immune system and can help to diminish the risk of contrac�ng viral illnesses (3). Also, honey can be more 
effec�ve in trea�ng coughs and colds than over-the-counter medicines, according to a recent study by the Nuffield 
Department of Primary Care Health Sciences at the University of Oxford (4). These characteris�cs of honey are even more 
important in the current context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

It is also important to note that Fairtrade beekeeping plays a key role in assis�ng communi�es in maintaining a connec�on to 
their land and promo�ng food sovereignty, since a dignified income from beekeeping ac�vi�es can diminish rural migra�on.  

Interna�onal consump�on of honey has con�nued to rise in 
recent years. However, adulterated (or falsified) honey 
introduced into the market at low prices has caused a drop 
in interna�onal prices for pure honey. In 2019 CLAC’s Honey 
Network issued a posi�oning paper on honey adultera�on, 
calling on consumers to purchase only pure honey (5).
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Unfair compe��on prac�ces, such as honey adultera�on, cons�tute a threat to sustainability for beekeepers and are 
decep�ve to consumers. This is especially true in the current context of the COVID-19 pandemic, during which consumers 
are trying to improve their ea�ng habits and are aware that pure honey is a healthy food product.

It is also important to men�on climate change, which is one of the most difficult challenges confronted in beekeeping 
opera�ons, since it causes tangible nega�ve impacts on produc�on. Climate variability generates changes in beehive 
cycles, reduces flowering, affects the evolu�on of bee popula�ons, reduces honey and pollen reserves, and generates 
stress in bees. In addi�on, it leads to serious instability in produc�on and the deteriora�on of honey’s commercial 
characteris�cs.

The La�n American and Caribbean Network of Fair Trade Small Producers and Workers (CLAC) recognizes the importance 
of preserving bees and expanding their popula�ons in order to conserve ecosystems, and it supports Fairtrade and organic 
beekeepers. In order to “take care of bees,” it is also necessary to promote good prac�ces in sustainable honey produc�on 
that is resilient to climate change.

CLAC is working together with local Fairtrade cer�fied, through the Honey for the Future project (part of the development 
assistance program financed by Finland’s government and the Na�onal Fairtrade Organiza�on in Finland) to promote 
ac�ons that will assist beekeepers in adap�ng to climate change and improving their produc�vity. Efforts include crea�ng 
resilience through reforesta�on with na�ve melliferous species, gene�c improvement, renewal of queen bees, promo�on, 
and distribu�on of educa�onal and communica�on materials on climate change in local languages, and other prac�ces 
aimed at maintaining beekeeping as a sustainable livelihood that is environmentally friendly and that helps to preserve 
biodiversity.
 

Not using agrochemicals, refores�ng large areas.

Conserving water, avoiding water contamina�on, and establishing beehives in strategic 
zones in na�ve forests.

However, for beekeeping to remain sustainable, it is necessary for beekeepers to 
receive a fair price for their products. This allows them to cover their costs and 
obtain a profit that will guarantee dignified living for their families. Fairtrade and 
the sale of organic honey enable beekeepers to receive a living income that 
mo�vates them to con�nue to produce.

POSITIONING

THE SOUND AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES PROMOTED INCLUDE:
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CARING FOR BEES REQUIRES
THAT ALL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
STAKEHOLDERS SUPPORT
FAIRTRADE, ORGANIC,
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
BEEKEEPING. 
TO THIS END, CLAC: 

Urges governments:  to promote policies 
and legislative initiatives on caring for 

bees and protecting biodiversity; to 
design and implement better policies in 

response to the economic and 
productive challenges faced by families 

of small beekeepers; to promote 
environmentally friendly agriculture and 

beekeeping with reduced use of 
genetically modified crops and 

agrochemicals; and to emphasize the 
importance of beekeeping in pollinating 

crops and preserving biodiversity.

Urges civil society and consumers:
to purchase the products of Fairtrade 

beekeepers in order to support the 
preservation of bees; to promote the 

consumption of pure organic and 
Fairtrade honey produced by small 

beekeepers; and to increase the general 
population’s awareness of the important 

role played by bees in maintaining 
biodiversity.

Urges other stakeholders in the chain:
to collaborate with small beekeepers in 

mitigating the effects from climate 
change by promoting co-responsibility 
in adaptation; to promote the purchase 

of pure Fairtrade and organic honey; and 
to increase overall society’s awareness 

of the negative effects from climate 
change on the livelihoods for 
beekeepers’ families and on 

ecosystems. 

Urges the educational community: 
to promote the consumption of pure 

honey in schools; to educate students 
on the role played by bees in 

biodiversity, and to teach children and 
adolescents to not be afraid of bees.

Urges small beekeepers:
to improve their abilities in adapting to 
climate change from a focus on family 

agriculture; to produce organically; 
and to continue to bring visibility to 

measures they are taking to mitigate 
the effects of climate change. Also, to 

promote more synergy in working 
together to find solutions that will 

guarantee the sustainability of pure 
honey production. 

“Bees are of vital importance for the lives of human beings and the environment, they pollinate more than 70% of food and collecting the nectar 
we can obtain the honey, food highly appreciated for health. The small Fairtrade beekeepers are committed to the environment, health and the 
production of 100% pure or organic honey, and organized we promote community well-being.  Therefore, we encourage you to support sustainable 
beekeeping, buying pure, organic and Fairtrade honey”. 

MIGUEL ANGEL MUNGUIA, CLAC´S BOARD CHAIR. 
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